
Invitation to partner with  
 Successful Survivors Foundation

http://www.successfulsurvivors.org


WHO WE ARE 
We are survivors of trauma and 

allies who believe in the worth and 
purpose in all people.

WHAT WE DO 
We equip survivors of trauma to create 

successful lives through education, 
encouragement and empowerment.

WHY WE DO IT 
We have created real success in healthy 
relationships, wellness, peace, joy, and 
financial sustainability, and we want to 

help others do the same.
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WHY WE’RE 
DIFFERENT 

We’ve reached thousands 
of people since our 

founding in 2010 with no 
funding and all volunteer 

efforts.  
We never turn down 

donations, but the real fuel 
for our work is our passion 
to help young people who 
are where we used to be.
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What we’ve done  
with NO paid 

staff
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Click HERE to see how they did it

We gathered a group of neighbors to create 
the PREVENT CHILD TRAFFICKING VEGAS 

initiative and open the Vegas Cares Boutique 
where we provide encouragement, anti-

trafficking education and empowerment to 
homeless youth.
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HELPED PREVENT 
CHILD TRAFFICKING 

https://youtu.be/_KGw6vvFxmY
http://www.successfulsurvivors.org


CREATED GET RESULTS WITH 
EFFECTIVE CONVERSATIONS 

PARENTING VIDEOS
We worked with an Academy Award 

winning director to create public domain 
videos that help families resolve conflict, 
improve relationships and prevent harm. 

Click the pictures to watch the videos

https://youtu.be/UpOZPd3y9C4
https://youtu.be/BJhtD28_lJY
https://youtu.be/XptCwog8QZ0
https://youtu.be/76lbegZsWRE
https://youtu.be/GnmOqDoA_As
https://youtu.be/tyYQilaUFLA
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Click HERE to watch a short video of one of our speakers in action

We created a speaker bureau to help 
survivors find their voices and to provide 
trauma informed subject matter experts 

across the US. 

HELPED SURVIVORS 
FIND THEIR VOICE

http://www.successfulsurvivors.org
https://youtu.be/HnY4-FzOfxA
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Click HERE to watch one of our Equipping The Community events    

We created Equipping The Community 
events to equip neighbors to stop domestic 
violence, child abuse, child sex trafficking, 

suicide, and more. 

EQUIPPED PEOPLE 
TO HELP THEIR 

NEIGHBORS

http://www.successfulsurvivors.org
https://fb.watch/9bJT3Ucv9j/
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Click the picture to see an invitation to a FIND YOUR PURPOSE Retreat 

HELPED SURVIVORS 
FIND PURPOSE 

We facilitate private retreats to help 
survivors mine the lessons from what 

they’ve been through and apply them to 
create successful lives. 

http://www.successfulsurvivors.org
https://youtu.be/JtkGVK89bIE
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Click the picture to see an invitation to a WRITE YOUR STORY Retreat

HELPED SURVIVORS 
HEAL THROUGH 

WRITING 
We help survivors of childhood trauma 

process their grief and loss by gently guiding 
them to write their stories and the priceless 

messages and wisdom that came from it. 

http://www.successfulsurvivors.org
https://youtu.be/TyNNNpvkrkw
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Click HERE to learn about the GAMECHANGER drug prevention program

HELPED TEENS  
AVOID DRUGS 

Providing speakers, subject matter experts, 
and consultants for the GAMECHANGER drug 

prevention program.

http://www.successfulsurvivors.org
https://vimeo.com/434399601
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Click HERE to see the final PEO

HELPED STRENGTHEN 
THE CHILD WELFARE 

SYSTEM 
We gathered 25+ private, non-profit child 
welfare organizations to create suggested 

language for the presidential executive order 
on strengthening the nation’s child welfare 

system. 

http://www.successfulsurvivors.org
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/06/29/2020-14077/strengthening-the-child-welfare-system-for-americas-children
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Click HERE to see trainings we provided through NFPA Training Institute

TRAINED 
THOUSANDS OF 

FAMILIES 
We recruited subject matter experts from 
all over the US to provide free trainings on 

preventing suicide, child sex trafficking 
and other tragedies.

http://www.successfulsurvivors.org
https://www.nfpati.org
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Click HERE to see some of the many impactful 
programs with which we collaborate.

HELPED GOOD NON 
PROFIT PROGRAMS 

EXPAND THEIR REACH 
We identify proven and promising programs 

and help them expand or replicate their 
programs in other communities.

http://www.successfulsurvivors.org
http://www.loveisaction.com
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Click HERE to watch Brian Molitor talk about 
mentoring moments that change lives

HELPED STOP THE 
CYCLES OF ABUSE 

We collaborate with people like Fortune 500 
business consultant, Brian Molitor, who 

cleared his calendar for two years to create 
MITI YOUTH TRAINING, which has been 
delivered to thousands of young people 
through churches in the US and beyond. 

http://www.successfulsurvivors.org
https://youtu.be/MdUHjL2hnxA
https://www.malachiglobal.org/youth-training
https://youtu.be/MdUHjL2hnxA


16

Invitation to partner with  
 Successful Survivors Foundation

HELPED EDUCATE 
FOSTER TEENS 

We provided laptop computers to foster kids 
who were unable to keep up in school and 
transition to healthy, independent living.

http://www.successfulsurvivors.org


Document Title
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HELPED PREVENT 
TRAGEDY

Our founder, Rhonda Sciortino, has contributed 
countless articles to Children’s Voice, Fostering 
Families Today and Foster Focus magazine on 
specific ways to keep kids and caregivers safe. 

www.cwla.org ■ Children’s VOICE    27

We’ve all heard that “it takes a village.” But some-
times, that village is oblivious to your efforts
on behalf of children and families. Sometimes,

that village can be downright hostile. But when the village
is with you and for you, remarkable things can happen.

In West Virginia, West Virginia Game Changers, one 
of the largest public-private coalitions of its kind in the
nation, is tackling opioid and substance misuse, vaping,
tobacco and alcohol use, teen suicide, abuse and domestic
violence, the commercial sexual exploitation of children,
and other issues impacting the state’s youth—especially its
youth who are most vulnerable. The goal of West Virginia
Game Changers is to empower young people to make
healthy choices and healthy connections and to become
leaders in their communities. Through community out-
reach and, more recently, virtual summits, the youth-led
organization has brought together regional experts on
substance misuse, abuse, foster care, and family trauma.

The remarkable thing about West Virginia Game
Changers is that it did not exist 18 months ago. It began
with an idea from a businessman, Joe Boczek, as a result
of nearly losing his daughter to addiction. Boczek wanted
to do whatever he could to prevent other families from
going through what he had gone through. The more he
learned about addiction, the more he became aware that
more than 100 people die every day in the United States
as a result of overdose. And that doesn’t include all the
other drug-related tragedies affecting children, youth, 
and families. 

Joe took his idea of reaching out to young people 
directly to friends at the West Virginia Secondary Schools
Activities Commission (WVSSAC), MVB Bank, West
Virginia University, and Marshall University. Together,
this small group from “the village” took their idea to 
leaders in education, mental health, substance abuse,
business, and government. West Virginia Game Changers,
now a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, has a coalition of
supporters that includes leaders from the West Virginia

Departments of Education, Health and Human
Resources, the Sheriffs’ Association, Handle With 
Care, Prevent Suicide West Virginia, West Virginia 
Drug Intervention Institute, Marshall University, West
Virginia University, University Of Charleston, Pierpont
Community and Technical College, the West Virginia
Secondary Schools Activities Commission, and numerous
other social service and law enforcement agencies from
across the state, as well as from Governor Jim Justice,
Senator Joe Manchin, and Senator Shelley Moore Capito.
This small group also has garnered the support of 42 
corporate sponsors including Walmart, AT&T West
Virginia, PepsiCo West Virginia and Kentucky, MVB
Bank, ParMar and Mountaineer Mart convenience stores,
Aetna Better Health of West Virginia, and many other 
local businesses. This truly has been a collaborative, far-
reaching, and ever-expanding effort.  

West Virginia Game Changers plans to expand their
initiative to states throughout the country. This village,
youth-organized and trauma-informed, wants to work
alongside child welfare professionals like you. If you’re 
interested in bringing this program to your community,
contact Joe Boczek at joe@Jbbizstrategies.com. Learn
more, find out about volunteering, and watch the virtual
summit at https://wvgamechanger.com/. ■

Rhonda Sciortino, author of Succeed
Because of What Youʼve Been Through, 
was abandoned at the age of six months,
raised by a man who was mentally ill and
woman struggling with alcoholism, and 
experienced a bizarre roller coaster of a
childhood. Sciortino used the coping skills
from these experiences of survival to start 
her own business. She credits a brief stay
with a wonderful foster family for teaching 
her that there was a better way to live.

Through her speaking, writing, podcast, and videos, Scioritno has
shared how others can use the obstacles in their lives as stepping
stones to a great future. Learn more at https://www.rhonda.org/. 

TheVillage Can Do 
What You Cannot

By Rhonda Sciortino
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Connecting The Dots 
Between Drugs And Child Trafficking

Where there is the buying and selling of children for sex, there are drugs. Period. 

It’s not difficult to understand that traffickers give kids drugs to get them addicted so they
can lure them into being bought and sold for sex. Then they incapacitate them with drugs
so that they won’t try to run and are incapable of fighting. 

As if that isn’t bad enough, the parents often become complicit in the trafficking of their
own children. After selling everything they have for a hit of the drugs that have destroyed
their ability to think and behave logically, addicted parents barter with the only thing
they have left— sex with their children. In fact, some parents sell their children to traf-
fickers in exchange for the drugs that have destroyed their lives and the lives of their
children. 

This isn’t just in the dangerous neighborhoods you’ve seen portrayed in episodes of Law
& Order. This is happening in places you might never have imagined—the upper and
middle class neighborhoods where parents addicted to pain killers have exhausted their
refills and have ventured into the unknown territory of drug dealers and traffickers for
which they are woefully ill prepared. These are amateur drug addicts are dealing with
professional drug dealers, the results of which are tragic. 

The huge issue that many people haven’t considered is that the opioid epidemic through-
out the US means that parents who use drugs aren’t watching after and protecting their
children.  Incapacitated parents are oblivious to what’s happening to their children, so
their children are at greater risk of being groomed and lured into trafficking right before
their glassy eyes. 

So what’s the answer? What in the world can we do about such an enormous, pervasive
problem?

We can explore the question: What can we do to protect children who are living in an
addiction environment?

That is the question that is the subject of the upcoming Ensure Justice Conference at
Vanguard University’s Global Center for Women and Justice on March 2-3, 2018. 

Professionals from law enforcement, education, mental health, child welfare, the faith-
based community, the Drug Enforcement Administration, and concerned individuals will
collaborate to seek solutions for protecting children who aren’t adequately protected at
home. 

Children at risk of being trafficked right here in our own neighborhoods (please don’t
think that this can’t happen in your sweet little community), are seen by many different
people, and yet are lured in right before our eyes.  

Teachers who see kids regularly see changes in behavior, school performance, energy,
attitude, and appearance. Coaches, tutors, carpool moms and dads, pediatricians and
other medical people, and neighbors see kids, but more often than not miss the subtle
(and not-so-subtle) clues that indicate that a young person within their influence is in
danger. Even when they do notice something that’s different or “off” about a child, they
don’t know what to do. No one wants to make an allegation that can’t be un-made, that
can tear apart a family or a friendship. 

Although it is a huge issue, it is possible to do something about it. One idea is to launch
the LOVE IS ACTION Community Initiative, which gives everyone in the community an
opportunity to engage with others in ways that are safe and that utilize their “no big
deal,” meaning, each person can do whatever is no big deal for them. One of example
would be a person who likes to bake could bake birthday cakes for neighborhood kids.
There are as many ideas as there are people who care about kids. We hope you’ll join us
at the Ensure Justice Conference on March 2-3 at Vanguard University in Costa Mesa,
California to share your ideas.  

In This
Edition:
Time for

the
Drug Talk

Rhonda Sciortino, author of Succeed Because
of What You've Been Through, is the National
Child Welfare Specialist for Markel Insurance
Company.  Rhonda is a foster alum who chairs
the Successful Survivors Foundation and
serves as a spokesperson for Foster Care
Alumni of America. Her weekly radio show can
be heard at 

www.RHONDA.org

Dr. Sandie Morgan, Ph.D., is Director of
Vanguard University’s Global Center for
Women and Justice, overseeing the Women’s
Studies Minor, as well as teaching Family
Violence and Human Trafficking and produc-
ing the Ending Human Trafficking Podcast.
Sandie's background as a Pediatric Nurse
brought her into contact with her first victim
of Commercial Sexual Exploitation of
Children. She is committed to equipping our
communities to be a safer place for vulnerable
youth.

Live2Free.org

http://www.successfulsurvivors.org


18

Invitation to partner with  
 Successful Survivors Foundation

Click HERE to watch a short video on why this is important   

We launched the Love Is 
Action Community 
Initiative, which is a 
nationwide public/private 
faith based collective 
impact initiative to 
eradicate social isolation 
and the societal ills that 
emanate from it or are 
exacerbated by it. 

ENCOURAGED 
PEOPLE TO 

HELP 
OTHERS

http://www.successfulsurvivors.org
https://youtu.be/MGmbrDdcVTM
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Invitation to partner with  
 Successful Survivors Foundation

Click the photos to watch SSF founder, Rhonda Sciortino, share why and how to 
help children through Love Is Action participant, Royal Family Kids

RAISED AWARENESS 
 

We help kids and families by educating the 
public on how they can help others through the 

vetted partners of the Love Is Action 
Community Initiative

https://youtu.be/JC_owmt3s3g
https://youtu.be/C5OOymnA11g
http://www.successfulsurvivors.org
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ESTABLISHED 
SUCCESSFUL SURVIVOR 

OF THE YEAR AWARD

Invitation to partner with  
 Successful Survivors Foundation

Click HERE to meet 
Diana Moshier, our 
2020 Successful 
Survivor of the year

We established this 
award to recognize and 

reward efforts to 
overcome adversity and 
add value to the world

http://www.successfulsurvivors.org
https://youtu.be/ASqE1LL0248


Invitation to partner with  
 Successful Survivors Foundation

Giving survivors of childhood trauma a voice 
empowers them to succeed while establishing 

them as role models for others

CREATED A COMMUNITY OF 
SUCCESSFUL SURVIVORS

Click the photos to hear from these successful survivors of childhood trauma

https://youtu.be/_Bs2w2cU7k4
https://youtu.be/_Bs2w2cU7k4
https://youtu.be/_Bs2w2cU7k4
https://youtu.be/_Bs2w2cU7k4
http://www.successfulsurvivors.org


Invitation to partner with  
 Successful Survivors Foundation

TAUGHT WHAT LOVE IS
We created the #loveis social media 

campaign to encourage people to put 
their love into action.

Click the video to see a sample of the #loveis campaign

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1woqyQMijGQ
http://www.successfulsurvivors.org


Click HERE to hear Dr. Annalisa Enrile discuss 
why men buy sex with children

We brought together thought leaders in the 
fight against child sex trafficking for some 

candid conversations around demand, 
prevention, and restoration. 

Invitation to partner with  
 Successful Survivors Foundation

CREATED RESOURCES 
TO HELP FIGHT CHILD 

SEX TRAFFICKING 

https://www.loveisactioncommunityinitiative.org/stop-child-sex-trafficking-campaign?wix-vod-comp-id=comp-jvsg4isj
http://www.successfulsurvivors.org


Please help us 
help more people

Invest Now

We would love to meet with you to hear 
your ideas for helping survivors of trauma

Invitation to partner with  
 Successful Survivors Foundation

Your monthly contribution of $25, 
$50, $100, or whatever you can afford 

would help us hire successful 
survivors to help more people

The needs are beyond the capacity of our volunteers. 
There are passionate people who would love to dedicate their 
lives to helping others create successful lives, but they need 

to support themselves and care for their families.
If we can raise enough money to hire our passionate 

volunteers, we can expand our programs in communities 
throughout the US and prevent child trafficking and other 

societal ills that emanate from childhood trauma.

https://www.successfulsurvivors.org/donate
https://www.successfulsurvivors.org/donate
https://www.successfulsurvivors.org/donate
https://www.successfulsurvivors.org/donate
https://www.successfulsurvivors.org/donate
https://www.successfulsurvivors.org/donate
https://www.successfulsurvivors.org/donate
https://www.successfulsurvivors.org/donate
https://www.successfulsurvivors.org/donate
https://www.successfulsurvivors.org/donate
https://www.successfulsurvivors.org/donate
https://www.successfulsurvivors.org/donate
https://www.successfulsurvivors.org/donate
tel:9496895611
mailto:rhonda@successfulsurvivors.org?subject=Let's%20talk%20about%20partnership
https://www.facebook.com/successfulsurvivorsfoundation/
http://www.successfulsurvivors.org

