SUCCESSFUL
SURVIVORS e
_ FOUNDATION


http://www.successfulsurvivors.org

SUCCESSFUL
SURVIVORS e
_ FOUNDATION

WHO WE ARE

We are survivors of trauma and
allies who believe in the worth and
purpose in all people.

WHAT WE DO

We equip survivors of trauma to create
successful lives through education,
encouragement and empowerment.

WHY WE DO IT

We have created real success in healthy

relationships, wellness, peace, joy, and

financial sustainability, and we want to
help others do the same.

Invitation to partner with
Successful Survivors Foundation
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WHY WE'RE
DIFFERENT

We've reached thousands
of people since our
founding in 2010 with no
funding and all volunteer
efforts.

We never turn down
donations, but the real fuel
for our work is our passion

to help young people who
are where we used to be.
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Invitation to partner with
Successful Survivors Foundation

HELPED PREVENT
CHILD TRAFFICKING

We gathered a group of neighbors to create
the PREVENT CHILD TRAFFICKING VEGAS
initiative and open the Vegas Cares Boutique
where we provide encouragement, anti-
trafficking education and empowerment to
homeless youth.

Click HERE to see how they did it



https://youtu.be/_KGw6vvFxmY
http://www.successfulsurvivors.org

CREATED GET RESULTS WITH
EFFECTIVE CONVERSATIONS
PARENTING VIDEOS

We worked with an Academy Award
winning director to create public domain
videos that help families resolve conflict,
improve relationships and prevent harm.

Click the pictures to watch the videos


https://youtu.be/UpOZPd3y9C4
https://youtu.be/BJhtD28_lJY
https://youtu.be/XptCwog8QZ0
https://youtu.be/76lbegZsWRE
https://youtu.be/GnmOqDoA_As
https://youtu.be/tyYQilaUFLA

Invitation to partner with

HELPED SURVIVORS
FIND THEIR VOICE

We created a speaker bureau to help
survivors find their voices and to provide
trauma informed subject matter experts

across the US.

)o

SUCCESSFUL
SURVIVORS

SPEAKER BUREAU
<

7 Click HERE to watch a short video of one of our speakers in action
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https://youtu.be/HnY4-FzOfxA

Invitation to partner with
Successful Survivors Foundation

EQUIPPED PEOPLE
TO HELP THEIR
NEIGHBORS

We created Equipping The Community
events to equip neighbors to stop domestic
violence, child abuse, child sex trafficking,

suicide, and more.

Tired of crime
and drugs in your
neighborhood?

Hear how to uplift
your community
from Bob Woodson,
founder and president
of the Woodson Center
and 1776 Unites

Friday, November 13
8 am pst / 10 cst / 11 est
Register FREE at

WWW.LOVEISACTIONCOM

Click HERE to watch one of our Equipping The Community events
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https://fb.watch/9bJT3Ucv9j/

Invitation to partner with
Successful Survivors Foundation

HELPED SURVIVORS
FIND PURPOSE

We facilitate private retreats to help
survivors mine the lessons from what
they’'ve been through and apply them to
create successful lives.

FIND YOUR PURPOSE *

4 P Pl ) o016/029

Click the picture to see an invitation to a FIND YOUR PURPOSE Retreat

9
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Invitation to partner with
Successful Survivors Foundation

HELPED SURVIVORS
HEAL THROUGH
WRITING

We help survivors of childhood trauma
process their grief and loss by gently guiding
them to write their stories and the priceless

messages and wisdom that came from it.

WRITE YOUR STORY

Click the picture to see an invitation to a WRITE YOUR STORY Retreat

10
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Invitation to partner with
Success ful Survivors Foundation

HELPED TEENS
AVOID DRUGS

Providing speakers, subject matter experts,
and consultants for the GAMECHANGER drug
prevention program.

Click HERE to learn about the GAMECHANGER drug prevention program

11
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Invitation to partner with
Successful Survivors Foundation

HELPED STRENGTHEN
THE CHILD WELFARE
SYSTEM

We gathered 25+ private, non-profit child
welfare organizations to create suggested
language for the presidential executive order
on strengthening the nation’s child welfare
system.

i

EXECUTIVE ORDERS

Executive Order on Strengthening the Child Welfare
System for America’s Children

- LAW & JUSTICE

Click HERE to see the final PEO

12
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https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/06/29/2020-14077/strengthening-the-child-welfare-system-for-americas-children

Invitation to partner with
Successful Survivors Foundation

TRAINED
THOUSANDS OF
FAMILIES

We recruited subject matter experts from
all over the US to provide free trainings on
preventing suicide, child sex trafficking
and other tragedies.

Click HERE to see trainings we provided through NFPA Training Institute

13
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Invitation to partner with
Successful Survivors Foundation

HELPED GOOD NON
PROFIT PROGRAMS
EXPAND THEIR REACH

We identify proven and promising programs
and help them expand or replicate their
programs in other communities.

Prevention Supportive Mitigation Resources
HE ste,
e Ty | Fosten |
royal =<1 | QYedert. | CARERX
Safe Families for Children Famlly KlDS Ixnt
\E Wity
2~ GAME . . - |
©@dinncer | NS |obria | R
I N
) Fristers | i e | O o reasuccess

Click HERE to see some of the many impactful
programs with which we collaborate.
14
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Invitation to partner with
Successful Survivors Foundation

HELPED STOP THE
CYCLES OF ABUSE

We collaborate with people like Fortune 500
business consultant, Brian Molitor, who
cleared his calendar for two years to create
MITI YOUTH TRAINING, which has been
delivered to thousands of young people
through churches in the US and beyond.

MENTORING MOMENTS

Life Lessons for the Next Generation

BRIAN D. MOLITOR

foreword by Kirk Cameron

~ Available at himpublications.com/mentoring
4 P »l O ooz B 9 @ OC0) 2

Click HERE to watch Brian Molitor talk about
mentoring moments that change lives


http://www.successfulsurvivors.org
https://youtu.be/MdUHjL2hnxA
https://www.malachiglobal.org/youth-training
https://youtu.be/MdUHjL2hnxA

Invitation to partner with
Successful Survivors Foundation

HELPED EDUCATE
FOSTER TEENS

We provided laptop computers to foster kids
who were unable to keep up in school and
transition to healthy, independent living.

16
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Invitation to partner with
Successful Survivors Foundation

HELPED PREVENT
TRAGEDY

Our founder, Rhonda Sciortino, has contributed
countless articles to Children’s Voice, Fostering
Families Today and Foster Focus magazine on
specific ways to keep kids and caregivers safe.

Connecting The Dots Of

HUMAN

TRAFFICKING
) From Foster Care
w‘g‘honda Sciortino & Sandie Morgan

Connecting The Dots
Between Drugs And Child Trafficking

Where there is the buying and selling of children for sex, there are drugs. Period.

1t's not difficult to understand that traffickers give kids drugs to get them addicted so they
can lure them into being bought and sold for sex. Then they incapacitate them with drugs
5o that they won't try to run and are incapable of fighting.

As if that isn’t bad enough, the parents often become complicit in the trafficking of their
own children. After selling everything they have for a hit of the drugs that have destroyed
their ability to think and behave logically, addicted parents barter with the only thing
they have left— sex with their children. In fact, some parents sell their children to traf-
fickers in exchange for the drugs that have destroyed their lives and the lives of their
children.

“This isn’tjust in the dangerous neighborhoods you've seen portrayed in episodes of Law
& Order. This is happening in places you might never have imagined—the upper and

middle class neighborhoods where parents addicted to pain killers have exhausted their

refills and have ventured into the unj
which they are woefully ill prepared
professional drug dealers, the results

‘The huge issue that many people hav
out the US means that parents who
children.  Incapacitated parents are §
their children are at greater risk of b
their glassy eyes.

So what's the answer? What in the w]

problem?

We can explore the question: What
addiction environment?

That is the question that is the subjd
Vanguard University’s Global Cente

Professionals from law enforcement
based community, the Drug Enforces
collaborate to seek solutions for prof
home

Children at risk of being trafficked
think that this can’t happen in your s|
people, and yet are lured in right befy

Teachers who see kids regularly see
attitude, and appearance. Coaches,

other medical people. and neighbos

(and not-so-subtle) clues that indical
danger. Even when they do notice so
don’t know what to do. No one wantj
can tear apart a family or a friendshi

Although it is a huge issue, it is poss
the LOVE IS ACTION Community In
opportunity to engage with others i
deal.” meaning, each person can do

would be a person who likes to bake]
There are as many ideas as there are

at the Ensure Justice Conference on
California to share your ideas.
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The Village Can Do
What You Cannot

By Rhonda Sciortino

e’ve all heard that “it takes a village” But some-
Wumes, that village is oblivious to your efforts
on behalf of children and families. Sometimes,

that village can be downright hostile. But when the village
is with you and for you, remarkable things can happen.
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ildren, youth,

young people
condary Schools
sity. Together,
their idea to
ftance abuse,
Game Changers,
has a coalition of
West Virginia

Departments of Education, Health and Human
Resources, the Sheriffs” Association, Handle With

Care, Prevent Suicide West Virginia, West Virginia

Drug Intervention Institute, Marshall University, West
Virginia University, University Of Charleston, Pierpont
Community and Technical College, the West Virginia
Secondary Schools Activities Commission, and numerous
other social setvice and law enforcement agencies from
across the state, as well as from Governor Jim Justice,
Senator Joe Manchin, and Senator Shelley Moore Capito.
This small group also has garnered the support of 42
corporate sponsors including Walmart, AT&T West
Virginia, PepsiCo West Virginia and Kentucky, MVB
Bank, ParMar and Mountaineer Mart convenience stores,
Aetna Better Health of West Virginia, and many other
local businesses. This truly has been a collaborative, far-
reaching, and ever-expanding effort.

West Virginia Game Changers plans to expand their
initiative to states throughout the country. This village,
youth-organized and trauma-informed, wants to work
alongside child welfare professionals like you. If you're
interested in bringing this program to your community,
contact Joe Boczek at joe@]bbizstrategies.com. Learn
more, find out about volunteering, and watch the virtual
summit at https://wvgamechanger.com/. B

Rhonda Sciortino, author of Succeed
Because of What You've Been Through,
was abandoned at the age of six months,
raised by a man who was mentally ill and
woman struggling with alcoholism, and
experienced a bizarre roller coaster of a
childhood. Sciortino used the coping skills
from these experiences of survival to start
her own business. She credts a brief stay
with a wonderful foster family for teaching
her that there was a better way to live.
Through her speaking, writing, podcast, and videos, Scioritno has
shared how others can use the obstacles in their lives as stepping
stones to a great future. Learn more at hitps:/www.honda.org/.

www.cwla.org = Children’s VOICE 27

17



http://www.successfulsurvivors.org

Invitation to partner with
Successful Survivors Foundation

ENCOURAGED
PEOPLE TO

HELP
OTHERS

We launched the Love Is ACTION
Action Community
Initiative, which is a
nationwide public/private
faith based collective
impact initiative to
eradicate social isolation
and the societal ills that
emanate from it or are
exacerbated by it.

Click to watch a short video on why this is important

www.loveisaction.com


http://www.successfulsurvivors.org
https://youtu.be/MGmbrDdcVTM
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RAISED AWARENESS

We help kids and families by educating the

public on how they can help others through the

vetted partners of the Love Is Action
Community Initiative
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Click the photos to watch SSF founder, Rhonda Sciortino, share why and how to
help children through Love Is Action participant, Royal Family Kids
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https://youtu.be/JC_owmt3s3g
https://youtu.be/C5OOymnA11g
http://www.successfulsurvivors.org
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ESTABLISHED
SUCCESSFUL SURVIVOR
OF THE YEAR AWARD

We established this
award to recognize and
reward efforts to
overcome adversity and
add value to the world

And The Winners Are

By Rhonda Sciortine

Fasier Focus Colvmnist ~

There are an estimated twelve millon ‘ormer foster kids in the
United States alone. Many successful survivors of abuse have cre-
ated gooc lives for themse ves, but most of them doa’t speak of
their shildhood experiences They had to live throagh &, and aren’t
iaterested in dredging it up and reliving it by talkng about it.

There are myriad miscanceptions ahaut fagter kide and foswr care
Som¢ people assume that foster kics are bad. They don’t uncer-
stand that the kids m 0ster care are there becakse ey 've been
mistraated, sometimes in unthinkahle ways. Soms pesple acsume
that foster parents are “in it for th: money.” What they clesrly
Gon"tundzrstand is thal there isn't ecough moaey on Earth o cem-
pensite good foster families for the sacrifices asd hard work of
lovinz a wousded chikl imo wholencss. Some peopk think that
hids ¥ho've been abused are "100 brokzn to be fixed.” Another
inaccurate assampaon. The truth is that many people aho experi-
enced childhoxd abuse are stronger, more resdient, mere resource-
ful, more courageus, ind more determined to live gocd lives than
the average person. Ascording to Dr. Lawrence Calhour, UNC
University Psychalogy Professor, and auther of Post Traumatic
Growth in Clinical Practice, it is possible to te stronger folowing
trausa Yoo, | caid, “P JOT PTSD!

When the media reports on ster care, th reports are ¢f a negative
raturs, Journalists writs arteles abost the peeple who take in fos
tzr kids solely for the moncy. TV reporters cuc the melanchaly
musk and preduce heart-vrenching segments on the occasional
brutal end of the tragic life of a foater child. And recemly, the
media has covered the sad fact thal some fester kids find them-
selves trapped in the lie of trafficking.

-
i 2

Click HERE to
Diana Moshier, ol
2020 Successful

Despite this nearly overwhelmirg negativity, the wuth is that there
sre myriad inspiring stecies of proph: who have overcome tremen-
cous pain and adversity to live good lives. Additionally, there are
many wosderful people who have dedicated their lives and carcers
1 helping victims of abus: ovzrcome their pairful experiences
Sadly, thwse good news siories racely captare the attertion of
rational media. To courter this, the Succeisful Survivors
Founiaticn, a non prodit omganization founded te help vidims of
dbuse succesd nol despite, but becauss of what they
tarough, set out to find som: of the inspifng stories of overcomers
and tose who heb> others oversom:, They established an annual
swand for overcomcrs in the categorics of foster alamn, foscr par-
ents, leachers, sockl workers, and visiomaries. They sought nomi-
rations, evaluated the submissions, ind HHund themselves with the
very difficult task of choosing winsers in cach caxegory.

*se been

Every nomination submission received tld e siory of atandon-
ment, neglect, and abuse fcllowed by the cmcrging of the atrong,
resilient, courageods persor whe grew from the ashes of pein. The
stories that follow are the highlighs of the winaers of the 2015
Successful Survivers Foundaticn Overcemer Awards in the ccte
gories of Foster Alum, Educator, Foster Parent, and Social Worker,

mizatior tha' exists to kel
victms o abuse succeed. not despite. but beccuse of what they ‘e bean througs.

We recognize and celearute cvery overcomct and the herocs who

telp others overcome.
wHw.sKcceisfulsunivors.org

www.FosterFocusMag.com Fuster Focus Volume 4 Issue 11 23
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http://www.successfulsurvivors.org
https://youtu.be/ASqE1LL0248
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CREATED A COMMUNITY OF
SUCCESSFUL SURVIVORS

Giving survivors of childhood trauma a voice
empowers them to succeed while establishing
them as role models for others

Click the photos to hear from these successful survivors of childhood trauma


https://youtu.be/_Bs2w2cU7k4
https://youtu.be/_Bs2w2cU7k4
https://youtu.be/_Bs2w2cU7k4
https://youtu.be/_Bs2w2cU7k4
http://www.successfulsurvivors.org
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TAUGHT WHAT LOVE IS

We created the #loveis social media
campaign to encourage people to put
their love into action.

H#LOVEIS

using what we have to
do good for others

/a0

Click the video to see a sample of the #loveis campaign


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1woqyQMijGQ
http://www.successfulsurvivors.org
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CREATED RESOURCES
TO HELP FIGHT CHILD
SEX TRAFFICKING

We brought together thought leaders in the
fight against child sex trafficking for some
candid conversations around demand,
prevention, and restoration.

Click HERE to hear Dr. Annalisa Enrile discuss
why men buy sex with children



https://www.loveisactioncommunityinitiative.org/stop-child-sex-trafficking-campaign?wix-vod-comp-id=comp-jvsg4isj
http://www.successfulsurvivors.org
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MEEIMEDPRTE

help more people

The needs are beyond the capacity of our volunteers.

There are passionate people who would love to dedicate their
lives to helping others create successful lives, but they need
to support themselves and care for their families.

If we can raise enough money to hire our passionate
volunteers, we can expand our programs in communities
throughout the US and prevent child trafficking and other

societal ills that emanate from childhood trauma.

Your monthly contribution of $25,
$50, $100, or whatever you can afford
would help us hire successful
survivors to help more people

We would love to meet with you to hear
your ideas for helping survivors of trauma



https://www.successfulsurvivors.org/donate
https://www.successfulsurvivors.org/donate
https://www.successfulsurvivors.org/donate
https://www.successfulsurvivors.org/donate
https://www.successfulsurvivors.org/donate
https://www.successfulsurvivors.org/donate
https://www.successfulsurvivors.org/donate
https://www.successfulsurvivors.org/donate
https://www.successfulsurvivors.org/donate
https://www.successfulsurvivors.org/donate
https://www.successfulsurvivors.org/donate
https://www.successfulsurvivors.org/donate
https://www.successfulsurvivors.org/donate
tel:9496895611
mailto:rhonda@successfulsurvivors.org?subject=Let's%20talk%20about%20partnership
https://www.facebook.com/successfulsurvivorsfoundation/
http://www.successfulsurvivors.org

